IC 36-6-1.5
Chapter 1.5. Merger of Township Govemmerts

IC 36-6-1.5-1
Applicability
Sec 1. This chapter does nat gpply to a township in a county
containing aconsolidated dty.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-2
"Former township gover nment"

Sec 2. Asusdin this chapter, "former township govemmert"
means townshipgovernnent that merges with atleast me (J) othe
township govemmert under this chepter.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005,SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-3
"New township gover nment"

Sec 3. As usd in this chgpter, "new township govemmert"
meansthe townshipgovernment that resilts from the merger of at
lead two (2) township govemments under this chapter.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-4
General requirements
Sec 4. At leasttwo (2) township govemmerts maymergeto form
one (1) township govemment under this chapter, if:
(1) thetownshipgovernnents ae ertirely locatel within the
same cainty;
(2) all theterritorywithin the tavnship governnents issubject
to themerger; and
(3) echtownship whasegovemmert is suljectto themergeris
contiguoustoat leasbne (1) other towshipwhase gvernment
is subjectto the merger.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-5
Identical resolutions and county ordinance required

Sec 5. (a) The tavnghip trugees with theappgoval of amajority
of the members of the towndhip legislative body of each township
that wants tomerge townshipgovernnents underthis ctapter nust
conply with thissection.

(b) The tavnship trustees mst pesent icentical resolutiors
approving thetownship governnent megerto thetrustees respective
townshiplegislative bodies A townshiplegislative baly may adgt
a resolution uncer thischapteronly afterthe legslative baly has
hdd apublic hearing concerning the proposedmerger. Thetownship
legslative baly shdl hold the hearingna earlier than thirty (30)
days afterthe date theresoldion isintroduced.The hearinghall be
conductedin acordarce with IC 5-14-1.5and notice of thedaring



shall e pwlishedin accorédncewith IC 5-3-1.

(c) The towship legslative balies may adgt the identical
resdutions approving the township govemment merger under this
chaptemot later thaminety(90) days after thelegislative baly has
hdd the public heaing under subsection (b). The townships shdl
submit the resolutions to the county legislative body of the county
within whichthe tavnshipsare loated.

(d) Thecounty legislative body of the county where the township
govemments are locaed mug:

(1) adbpt a1 ardinane orceringthemerger; and
(2) file a cqy of the adinane@ with:

(A) the cirait caurt clerk and

(B) the dfice of the seretaryof state.

(e) The canty legslative baly may na adopt an orthance
orderingamerger afterJanuaryl of ayear inwhich:

(1) ageneralelectionis held and
(2) atownshiptrustee islected

(f) The caunty legslative baly may na adgt an ordnance
mergng township governments lss tha one (1) year lefore tle
merger beomes effetive.

(g) A merger under this chgpter may not reduce the term of a
township trugee of aformer township govemmert.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-6

Merger effective upon election and qualification of officers
Sec.6. The nmerger beonmes effetive whenthe oficers @ the

new township governnent areelectel and qualified. An dfficer

electedto repesentthe nerged tavnship govenment slall be

consiceredto be a residentof the territgy conprising the new

townshipgovernnent tnlessthe tavnship merger isdissohed under

IC 366-1.6.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-7
Election of officers
Sec 7. If townghip govemments merge under this chapter.
(1) IC 36-6-6 applies totheelectionof thetownshipboard and
(2) IC 36-6-5-1 appliesto the eledion of atownghip asesor;
of the new townghip govemmert.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-8
Merger effective date; former township gover nments abolished;
property, functions, and indebtedness transferred
Sec 8. Onthe dae amerger takeseffed:
(1) theformertownship govemmerts are abdishedas separate
entities;
(2) ead townshipsubjectto themerger retainsts geogaphical
bourdariesandits nane;



(3) the territory of the new township govemmert indudes all
the territory that conprised the trritories ¢ the former
township govemmerts before the merger,
(4) the agercies of the former township govemmers are
abolisted;
(5) the functions of the alolished agercies are assgned to
agerciesof the new townghip govemment;
(6) the

(A) property;

(B) records;

(C) personnd;

(D) rights; am

(E) liahlities;
relatedto the functionsof the almlishedagenciesare asgned
to agenciesof the newtownshipgovernment; aml
(7) ary bondsandotherindebtedrss &, or assuned ty, the
former township governnents are trasferredto the new
township govemmert.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-9
Provisions concerning state and federal licensing, rules,
regulations, and gover nmental assistance
Sec.9.Uponthe caporatedissolution of atownshipgovernment
unde this article,the fdlowing apply for purpcses 6 all stae and
federal licensirng andregulatory laws, statutoryentitlenents,gifts,
grantsin-aid,governmentalloans,or othergovernnental &sistance
unde stateor feceral stattes,rules,or regilations:
(1) The entire geogaphic area and popuation of a new
townshipgovemmert tha isestli shedunder this chgptershal
beused when cdculatingand determining thedistribution bads
for the following:
(A) Stateor federal governnent stautory entitlenents.
(B) Gifts.
(C) Grarts4n-aid.
(D) Loars.
(E) Anyform of govemmental asdstancethatis not listedin
this subdivision.
(2) Following a public hearing for which notice is publishedin
accorcncewith IC 5-3-1 atleast thirty(30) days kefore tte
public heaing takes place the exeautive of a new township
govemment tha is edablished unde this chapter shdl
deternine and desighate to the appr@riate state o federal
agencythe:
(A) geogaphicareas;
(B) parts ¢ roads;
(C) segnents ¢ population or
(D) combinaions of the items listed in dauses (A) through
(©);
thatconstituterural or urban areas,roads,or populations if this



desigation was prevously requred d any township that
mergesunder this chapter.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-10
Resolutions, rules, and bylaws of former township governments
continue
Sec.10. When anewtownshipgovernment isestablshedunde
this chagpter, the following occur:
(1) The reslutions rules, and lylaws of each d the former
townshipgovernnents:
(A) remain inforcewithin theterritorytowhich they apgied
beforethe nerger; and
(B) continue in force until amended or repealed by the
legslative baly or an aministrative body of thenew
township govemmert.
(2) Perding ections that involve ary former township
governnent dall be preecutedto final judgment am
execuion, and judgnments reneredin those ations may be
executed aml enforcedagainst tte nev township government
without any change of the name of the plaintiff or deferdant.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-11
Transfer of fundsto new township government

Sec 11. (a) On the dae the formaton of a new bwnship
government tales effet, allmoneyin the funds of eactif the famer
township goverrments is trarsfered to the new township
govemmert. The new township govemmert:

(1) shall depost the morey in its funds that mog closdy
correspod to thefunds d the former township gvernnents;
and

(2) may usethe money to pay its operationd and capital cogs
for the bdance of the cdendar yea.

(b) After the datethe formation of a newtownship govenment
takeseffed, the new township govemment is ertitledto receive all
distributiors oftaxes and other renue that wuld hawe been made
to theformer townshipgovernnents ifthe nerger hal not occurred.
The newtownship gvernment shall depsit themoneyin its funds
that correspond mog closdy to the funds of the former townsip
governnents ino whichthe taxes o othe reverue wouldhawe been
depaited ifthe nmerger hal not occurred.

Asaddel by P.L.240-2005, SEC.3.

IC 36-6-1.5-12
Budget, levy, and tax rate of new township; savings; adjustments
Sec.12 (8 Subject tosubsetion (b), the officas of the rew
township govemmert shdl:
(1) olktain from the departnent d local government finance
approval under IC 6-1.1-18.5-7 of:



(A) abudget
(B) an a valorempragpertytaxlevy; and
(C) a prpertytaxrate;
(2) fix the amualbudget urder IC 6-1.1-17;
(3) imposea prpertytaxlevy; and
(4) take any action necessary to ensure the collection of fees
andotherrevenue;
for thenewtownship gvernnent for the budet year follaving the
year theofficerstake office

(b) The department of local government finance shall establish
criteria for making an adjugmert to the maximum pemissible
propety tax levies, maximum pernissible popertytax rates,and
budgets under IC 6-1.1-17 and IC 6-1.1-185 if the new township
realizes thraugh amerger urder this chater a:

(1) savngs; or

(2) reductionin thereasmably foreseealde expersesthatwould
otherwise hae been incurred iyepolitical subdivsion if the
merger hal not taken pace.

(c) The agustrrent winder subsetion (b) must permit the new
townshipto catinueto:

(1) include in the tavnship's budget partof the budgeted
amountsthat would otherwise berediwcedby thedepartnent d

local government financeonaccount of the realied saings or
reduction in experses tlat ocarrs kecausef the nerger; and

(2) imposepart d a propety tax lew thatwould otherwisebe
reduce by the deatment d local government finranceon
account of the redized svings orreductio in experses that
occurs beauseof the merger.

(d) The aditiond amount that a political subdivsion may
continte to levy or include in the plitical subdivision's bulget
becase of he adjistrent undesubsetion (b may na excead tre
resut of:

(1) the savings or reduction in expensesredi zedin thefirst full
year d operation after the megger is inplenented, as
deternined by the departnent d local governnent finance;
multiplied by
(2) apercetage deermnedas follows:
(A) Fifty percent (50%) in thefirst yea of the adusimert.
(B) Fifty percent (50%) inthesecondyea of theadustmert.
(C) Thirty percent (30%) in thethird yea of theadustmert.
(D) Tenpercen (10%)in the fourthyear d the adjustnent
ard theredter.
The fiscal body of the new township shall determine ard certify to
the departnent d local government fimancethe amount d the
adjustnent that thenewtownshipwishesto acept underthis setion.
Asaddel by P.L.240-2005,SEC.3. AmendedyP.L.58-2011, EEC.4.
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