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Nature’s Fuel Air Permit Significant Revision
Federally Enforceable State Operating Permit No. 085-28516-00115
This Citizen Summary briefly describes the Indiana Department of Environmental Management’s (IDEM’s) air permit review process, the proposed permit for the source, and where to get more information. More detailed information is available in IDEM’s preliminary findings.
Description: 

Nature’s Fuel in Atwood uses a heat treatment process, called pyrolysis, to derive bio-oil and char from ground-up wood scrap. The source began as a demonstration project to determine the feasibility of producing useable fuel products from a variety of feedstocks. In 2008, the source received an air permit that regulates emissions to protect Hoosiers and the environment. While harmful concentrations of chemicals can be prevented through compliance with an air permit, it is not uncommon for concentrations below restricted limits to cause odors. There are no federal or state standards for the regulation of odors. The source has had several events (fire in the char boxes, pressure valves releasing, overfilling of storage tanks) that have contributed to odors in the area. The facility has taken corrective steps to put better controls in place to prevent or contain such events.
Agreement to close the source:

While it is possible for the existing facility to operate in compliance with air regulations, Nature’s Fuel has come to the conclusion that the current location is not acceptable as it is too close to residences. The owners and IDEM have negotiated an agreement to close the existing source by January 31, 2011. In the interim, the owners have agreed to the following provisions:
· No production level feed operations will occur from noon on Friday until 7 a.m. on Monday or on federal holidays.
· The source will maintain a record of all complaints and, to the extent possible, take action to reduce any odors that may be the source of an odor complaint. Complaints should be registered with Mr. Greg Hanold, the plant manager at Nature’s Fuel, at (574) 858-9072.
· The source will pay a cash penalty for past violations of state rules and regulations. 
· The source will plant evergreen trees along the railroad track as a partial offset of the cash penalty. The trees will serve as a visual and sound barrier for the homes on the other side of the railroad tracks. 
· The source will develop and implement a quality control plan for screening incoming loads of glycerin, which is used to quench pyrolysis gasses.
· The char will be monitored through infrared devices to verify hotspots do not exist in the char boxes.
A copy of the signed agreement will be available at www.idem.in.gov.

What is the purpose of the air permit? 

While the source has agreed to close down the operation by January 31, 2011, in the interim, Nature’s Fuel must continue to comply with air permitting requirements. Nature’s Fuel has applied for an air permit modification that will reduce their production capacity and will redirect exhaust gases back into the combustion box in an effort to further reduce odors. The permit modification would allow the use of "producer gas", "Nature's Fuel Bio-Oil", or No. 2 fuel oil in the combustion box. In addition, the source has requested that IDEM revise the permit to clarify that the pyrolysis unit is controlled by a baghouse. The draft permit also contains a clarification of the feedstock to be used. Upon further review, IDEM has decided to alter this definition and is working on a revised feedstock description. The source also has applied to construct new bio-oil, No. 2 fuel oil, and diesel storage tanks. Finally, the source has requested to adjust the VOC emission limit to ensure continuous compliance with the annual emission limitations. 
General Information about IDEM’s Permitting Process:
The Office of Air Quality issues air pollution control permits to facilities that emit regulated levels of pollutants to the air. Permits require sources to comply with all health-based and technology-based standards established by the U.S. EPA and the Indiana Air Pollution Control Board. If an applicant demonstrates that they will be able to comply with all federal and state laws regarding air pollution, IDEM is required by law to issue the air permit. For information on how to get involved in Indiana’s Environmental Rulemaking Process, please go to www.in.gov/idem/4087.htm.

Purpose of the public meeting:

The purpose of the public meeting is to provide an opportunity for interested parties and IDEM staff to discuss how Nature’s Fuel’s draft permit fits into Indiana’s overall air regulatory program. IDEM will provide brief opening remarks and then open the floor to questions and comments. Oral comments will not be made a part of the record of this permit.  Any person may submit written comments to IDEM regarding this permit. The 30-day public notice period has been extended to July 12, 2010 and IDEM will accept written comments submitted by this date. Please include permit number 085-28516-00115 when submitting written comments. Comments may be submitted by e-mail to Brian Williams at bwilliam@idem.in.gov, by fax at (317) 232-6749, or by mail to:

IDEM, Office of Air Quality

MC 61-53 IGCN 1003

100 N Senate Ave

Indianapolis, IN 46204

National Ambient Air Quality Standards:

The federal Clean Air Act requires the U.S. EPA to set National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six criteria pollutants. These standards are set at levels that protect human health, including the health of sensitive persons, such as asthmatics, children and the elderly. The NAAQS are often referred to as the federal health standards for outdoor air. Kosciusko County is currently in attainment status for all criteria pollutants.
More information about these pollutants is available at www.epa.gov/air/airpollutants.html on U.S. EPA’s website. The complete table of the NAAQS can be found at the www.epa.gov/air/criteria.html website. Detailed information about the health effects of these common pollutants is available at www.epa.gov/air/urbanair. IDEM conducts sampling of the ambient air at monitoring stations around Indiana. This air monitoring is conducted to measure whether the NAAQS are being met. Information about Indiana’s air monitoring system and monitoring results is available at www.in.gov/idem/4116.htm. Information about current and expected air pollution levels is on IDEM’s SmogWatch site at www.in.gov/apps/idem/smog.
IDEM’s Role:

IDEM is responsible for protecting human health and the environment while providing for safe industrial, agricultural, commercial, and governmental operations vital to a prosperous economy. IDEM’s Office of Air Quality permits, monitors, and regulates air emissions. IDEM’s Office of Air Quality and Office of Land Quality staff have conducted over 20 inspections or investigations of this source over the course of the last year. Rick Reynolds is the IDEM air inspector for this source. He works out of IDEM’s Northern Regional Office and can be reached at (574) 245-4888, or toll-free, (800) 753-5519.
Citizen’s Role:

If citizens have a complaint concerning odor, noise or any aspect of the facility operation they should contact Mr. Greg Hanold, the plant manager at Nature’s Fuel, at (574) 858-9072. This gives Nature’s Fuel an opportunity to identify and correct the problem. Citizens can report complaints to IDEM’s Complaint Coordinator at (800) 451-6027 ext. 2-4464, or by completing an online complaint form available on IDEM’s website at www.in.gov/idem/5275.htm.
For more information:
	A copy of the application and preliminary findings are available at: 

Warsaw Community Public Library

310 E Main St

Warsaw, IN 46580

and 

IDEM Northern Regional Office

300 N Michigan St Suite 450

South Bend, IN 46601-1295
The preliminary findings are also available on IDEM’s website at www.in.gov/idem/4818.htm. 

	Questions should be directed to:

Brian Williams
IDEM, Office of Air Quality

MC 61-53 IGCN 1003
100 N Senate Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46204

(800) 451-6027 

ext. 4-5375
bwilliam@idem.in.gov 

	Permit mailing list: 

The Office of Air Quality maintains a mailing list of people who have asked to be notified of permit activity. To be notified of future actions related to this permitting action, please provide your name and address on a mailing list sheet provided at the hearing and/or meeting.

You can also request to be notified of actions related to additional permits. To be put on a mailing list, call the OAQ at (800) 451-6027 and ask for ext. 3-0178, then ask for the Permits Administration Section. 
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