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Later Courthouses (Continued)

youngster who was privileged to accompany the custodian when
he made his once-a-week climb up the stairs and ladder to wind
the clock. (When Jack Mullen was custodian he attached a motor
to do the winding.) The bell, which struck the half hour as well
as the hour, had hung in the tower of the building before re.
modeling and had probably been in the tower of the 1834 struc-
ture. For years it was rung to call meetings, to sound curfews
and fire alarms, and to ring out the old year and ring in the
new.

Above the clock was a wood cupola, on top of which was
a flag pole topped by a copper globe; and this, ironically, proved
to be her downfall; for during a storm on July 1, 1959, at ap-
proximately 2:00 P.M., a bolt of lightning struck the copper globe
and ignited the wooden cupola.

The fire destroyed the cupola, the clock tower, and the
clock; and the histeric bell cracked when it fell. Water and
fire shattered the leaded stained glass dome above the main
lobby; but the murals, which were painted by Mr. Carl Reinbold
of Seymour, and are on the north and south sides of the dome,
were not damaged. These murals depict Fort Vallonia and Tipton
Island history.

The commissioners met while the fire was still smonlder-
ing and took action for repair. Immediately work was begun
and in thirteen months a new illuminated electric clock was
striking the hour.

The clock and tower have the appearance of the old clock
and tower minus the wood cupola and flag pole. After all, who
wants a “lightning rod” leading to a wooden cupola on their
courthouse!

Jackson County’s beautiful and stately courthouse has weath-
ered the test of time and the elements and seven years from now

she will mark her hundredth anniversary.
—Mrs. Marion S. Vincent

DID YOU KNOW . ..

That they drilled for natural gas in Brownstown -in 1887 at
the corner of Spring and Stout Streets diagonally across from
the Christian church?

13

\cch’fcmxa\ * Cormm ve. Boak.
Gdo. - 13. Sproro

It is hard to conceive

that  this  courthouse,
which is the pride of
Jackson County today

and outstanding among
the courthouses of the
state, envelopes the basic
structure of the court-
house of 1870. In the
basement and attic only
can be found the solid
structure of its predeces-
sor. In the lower right
hand corner can be seen
the contractor’s- office
building which had not
been removed at the
time of this picture.

Shows the rebuilt tower following the fire in the
tower in 1959. The difference in the shades of brick
shows the portion that had to be rebuilt.
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Jackson County Courthouse, Jackson County, IN Photo 0001



Jackson County Courthouse, Jackson County, IN Photo 0006



Jackson County Courthouse, Jackson County, IN Photo 0004



Jackson County Courthouse, Jackson County, IN Photo 0010



Irvington Terrace Historic District, Marion County, IN Photo 0015



Irvington Terrace Historic District, Marion County, IN Photo 0017
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Irvington Terrace Historic District, Marion County, IN Photo 0019



