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manufacturers to adopt brick masonry construction as a more fire-resistant standard. Between 1867 and 1892 at least
nine furniture, coffin and novelty factories operated in Batesville, relying on the ready supply of hardwood timber from the
surrounding area. Batesville’s furniture companies served a wide market, with some, such as Greeman Brothers,
manufacturing household furniture for Sears, Roebuck & Co. and other national mail-order firms.

The development of Batesville’s industries is associated with the Hillenbrand family. John Hillenbrand, Sr. (1843-1910),
and William Hillenbrand were the sons of William Hillenbrand, a native of Alsace-Lorraine who settled in Ripley County in
1830. The Hillenbrand brothers purchased the interests of the Schrader Furniture Company after it was destroyed by fire
in 1876, rebuilding the factory and organizing the company as the American Furniture Company. John Hillenbrand, Sr.,
became the principal investor in the American Furniture Company in 1885 and bought out his brother William's interest in
1888. Over the next few decades, Hillenbrand, his sons John A. and George M. Hillenbrand, and his sons-in law George
Mitchell and Anthony W. Romweber would control most of Batesville's industries. In 1806 Hillenbrand purchased the
factory of the bankrupt Batesville Coffin Company and established the Batesville Casket Company. The Greeman
Brothers Manufacturing Company went into receivership in 1912 and was purchased by John A. Hillenbrand at auction in
1913. The Hillenbrand family’s next venture, the Batesville Cabinet Company, was incorporated in 1913. By 1921, the
Hillenbrands had expanded the former Greeman Brothers factory complex into a combined factory for the American
Furniture Company, the Batesville Cabinet Company, and the Batesville Casket Company William A. Hillenbrand, son of
John A. Hillenbrand, founded the Hill-Rom Company in 1929, focusing on the market for hospital furniture. In 1950 the
company introduced the first electronically-adjustable hospital bed. By the mid twentieth century, the Hillenbrand family’s
companies employed approximately 80 percent of Batesville's population. The Hillenbrand family’s numerous interests in
Batesville connect them with all of the district's industrial buildings as well as many of its commercial structures. John
Hillenbrand, Sr., served as Batesville's postmaster and founded the Batesville Water Works Company and Batesville
Electric Light & Power Company. John A. Hillenbrand was president of the First National Bank of Batesville and the First
Savings & Trust Company; George M. Hillenbrand was elected as the city’s first mayor in 1909.

Batesville’s industrial buildings are almost all of brick masonry construction with punched window openings and minimal
ornament. While some of the earlier industrial buildings feature corbelled brick cornices and stepped parapets, these
functional buildings are articulated primarily through fenestration patterns, composed of either double-hung sash or steel
factory sash. The changes in construction and fenestration reflect the changes in factory design between the 1870s and
1940s, with a notable shift toward more open-plan factory buildings with large areas of glazing around 1920. Four upper-
level pedestrian bridges between factory buildings remain in the district (a fifth was demolished in the 1920s), spanning
Depot and Walnut Streets and the former right-of-way of Broadway. Two industrial buildings, the ¢.1915 Batesville
Electric Light & Power Company and Water Works Pumping Station (7 S. Eastern Avenue) and the ¢.1935 Batesville
Casket Company Power House (south side E. Pearl Street between Walnut and Main), reflect an adaptation of the
Classical Revival style to an industrial application. Both feature brick exteriors articulated by pilasters and arched steel
sash windows with fanlights. The ¢.1940 Hillenbrand Building (101 W. Pearl Street) is a notable exception to the stylistic
and material trends within the district, featuring an Art Moderne-influenced concrete block exterior with glass block ribbon
windows.

ETHNIC HERITAGE: EUROPEAN
Batesville was settled primarily by German immigrants who worked in the furniture and woodcarving factories and
German ethnic heritage is a clear theme in the city’s history. German immigrants made up the most significant ethnic
group in Batesville and comprised 87 percent of Ripley County’s foreign-born population (or 7 percent of the total county
population) in 1900. Although census figures do not allow for a more detailed breakdown by community, Batesville, the
largest town in the county, seems to have had a higher concentration of German immigrants than the county’s other
towns. A 1947 Works Progress Administration guidebook for the State of Indiana described Batesville, population 3,065,
as

“a neat, compact, furniture-manufacturing center... peopled almost exclusively by thrifty Germans, whose

comfortable mode of living is little disturbed by economic depressions. Master craftsmen, they are

employed in the six large furniture factories of the town and are seldom without work. Batesville homes

* stephen J. Fletcher and Emily Comstock, “Collection #P0463: American Furniture Company/Batesville cabinet Company Photograph

Album, ca. 1925,” collection documentation (Indiana Historical Society, 2005).
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are scrlélpulously clean and neat and at the western edge of town are many attractive houses set in large
lawns.”

Several buildings in the district have direct connections with German ethnic heritage. Both the German Methodist Church
(106 S. Park Avenue) and St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church (208 W. Pearl Street) originally functioned as German-
language congregations. Many of the district's buildings were built by German immigrants and historically contained
businesses operated by these immigrants and their descendants. The Baas-Nolte Building and House (1 E. George
Street) is a typical example: built in 1890 by druggist George A. Baas, the storefront originally featured a stained glass
transom bearing the name Deutsche Apotheke (German Apothecary).

Although the district contains no distinctly Germanic architectural expressions, either in building form or stylistic treatment,
this condition is typical of Indiana communities with large German populations. American architectural styles and building
forms were readily adopted by immigrants who desired to assimilate with American culture. The 1933 remodeling of the
Sherman House in the Tudor Revival style has been regarded as “German style” by local residents for several
generations. This appears to be based on a romantic view of local folklore, as the building exhibits no visible stylistic
influences to suggest that it was based on German rather than English half-timbered precedents. This folk tradition led to
the addition of unsympathetic imitation half timbered false facades on the upper floors of several buildings (16 and 117 E.
George Street, 1 S. Main Street) during the 1970s-1990s, concealing authentic historic fabric in an attempt to create a
false “German” architectural identity.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Batesville was laid out in 1852 by the Callahan Trust Company along the right-of-way of the proposed Indianapolis &
Cincinnati Railroad. Some accounts list Joshua Bates, chief engineer of the Callahan Trust Company, as the town’s
namesake, while others, noting the common practice of naming towns after railroad executives, suggest that the town was
named for Hervey Bates, director of the new railroad.® The Indianapolis & Cincinnati Railroad ran its first train over the
Indianapolis to Lawrenceburg (via Batesville) stretch of track in November 1853. This railroad merged with the Lafayette
& Indianapolis in 1867 to form the Indianapolis, Cincinnati & Lafayette Railroad. The Cincinnati, Lafayette & Chicago
Railroad opened in 1872, and in 1880 the two railroads were merged to form the Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St. Louis &
Chicago Railroad. In 1889, this company merged with the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis Railway to
form the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway (C.C.C.&St.L.), commonly known as the Big Four Route.*
This continued extension of the rail network passing through Batesville provided opportunity for the town’s growth well into
the twentieth century.

Much of southeastern Indiana was settled in the first quarter of the nineteenth century, making Batesville a somewhat late
addition to this part of the state. Changes in architectural styles appear slightly later in Batesville than in the larger cities
within the region. One of the first buildings to be built in the town was the hotel now known as the Sherman House (35 S.
Main Street), completed in 1852. Like most of the town'’s early buildings, it was a wood-frame structure with clapboard
siding and simple trim reflecting late influence of the vernacular Greek Revival. More substantial brick masonry buildings
began to replace these early structures during the 1880s and 1890s. The town’s population was not substantial enough
to warrant a census count until 1890, when it contained some 1,169 persons. This made Batesville the largest town in
Ripley County. The next largest town in the county was Osgood, with 841 persons. Batesville’s population reached 1,384
in 1900 and to 2,150 by 1909, the year Batesville was incorporated as a city. The period 1900-1910 saw the most rapid
population increase (55%). By 1920, Batesville, with a population of 2,361, was more than twice as large as Osgood and
nearly six times the size of Versailles, the county seat. The city continued to grow steadily, reaching 2,838 persons in
1930, 2,065 in 1940, 3,194 in 1950, and 3,349 in 1960. Batesville remains the largest city in Ripley County.

2 Writers’ Program of the Works Projects Administration, Indiana: A Guide to the Hoosier State (New York: Oxford University Press,
1947) 355.

3 Jacob Piatt Dunn, Indiana and Indianians: A History of Aboriginal and Territorial Indiana and the Century of Statehood, Vol. IV
(Chicago and New York: American Historical Society, 1919) 1697-1698; Ronald L. Baker, From Needmore to Prosperity: Hoosier Place
Names in Folklore and History (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1995) 61.

4 Craig Sanders, Limiteds, Locals, and Expresses in Indiana 1838-1971 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2003) 88.
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In his overview of Indiana’s history and culture, John Bartlow Martin cited John Hillenbrand, Sr., as an example of the

Hoosier self-made man of Indiana’s “golden age™
“[Hillenbrand] went into the hardware business and the furniture business until soon the Hillenbrands and
the Romwebers owned just about everything worth owning in Batesville, as they do to this day [1947].
They own the bank and the newspaper and Batesville real estate, farms and timber and the only hotel;
they gave the town a country club, park, library, high school, gymnasium, swimming pool, sewage
system, electric lights; they took care of employees who got sick or grew old; they made little fuss or
show, and everyone was a bit surprised when one died and left an estate of forty miliion dollars. And yet
was not that proof once more that any poor boy could get rich? There was such proof aplenty in Indiana.
The story of pioneer enterprise, huge profits, tight control, and large benevolence, all coming to flowering
in this golden age, could be told many times.”

® John Bartlow Martin, Indiana: An Interpretation (New York: Knopf, 1947) 92.
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Historic Resources Survey Number (if
assigned):

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 23
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 16 653640 4351000 3 16 653090 4351060
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

2 16 653550 4350840 4 16 653000 4351320
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

5 16 653060 4351440 6 16 6533060 4351380
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

Beginning at the southwest corner of Pearl Street and Eastern Avenue the boundary runs southwest along the west side
of Eastern Avenue to South Street, thence northwest along the north side of South Street to the northwest corner of South
Street and Park Avenue, thence southwest along the west side of Park Avenue to the northwest corner of Park Avenue
and Catherine Street, thence northwest along the north side of Catherine Street to the northeast corner of Catherine and
Walnut Streets, thence northeast along the east side of Walnut Street to the northeast corner of Wainut Street and the
alley between Catherine and George Streets, thence northwest along the north side of the alley to EIm Street, thence
northeast along the east side of Elm Street to a point one hundred forty-five (145) feet southwest of the southeast corner
of Elm and Pearl Streets (southwest corner of Lot 53 of George P. Sims’ Addition to Batesville), thence northwest
following a line parallel with the south side of Pearl Street (south line of lots 54, 55, 56, and 57 or George P. Sims’
Addition to Batesville, also the north line of the vacated street Broadway) to the east side of the first alley west of Vine
Street, thence northeast along the east line of the alley to Boehringer Street, thence southeast along the south side of
Boehringer Street to the southeast corner of Boehringer and Walnut Streets, thence northeast along the east side of
Walnut Street to a point one hundred (100) feet northeast of the northeast corner of Boehringer and Walnut Streets (the
north line of Lot 302 of Fred Schrader's Addition to Batesville), thence southeast following a line parallel with the north
side of Boehringer Street to Main Street (north line of Lots 302 and 328 of Fred Schrader's Addition to Batesville), thence
southwest along the west side of Main Street to the southwest corner of Main and George Streets, thence southeast along
the south side of George Street to Park Avenue, thence northeast along the east side of Park Avenue to the southeast
corner of Park Avenue and Pearl Street, thence southeast along the south side of Pearl Street to the southeast corner of
Pearl and Depot Streets, thence northeast along the east side of Depot Street to a point fifty (50) feet north of the north
line of Pearl Street, thence southeast in a line parallel with the north line of Pearl Street to the alley between Depot Street
and Eastern Avenue, thence southwest along the west side of the alley to Pearl Street, thence southeast along the south
side of Pearl Street to the southwest corner of Pearl Street and Eastern Avenue (point of origin).

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The district contains the historic commercial and industrial core of Batesville, bordered on all sides by residential
neighborhoods. The historic commercial district is irregular in form, centered on Main, Pearl and George Streets and
running roughly northwest to southeast. Two industrial complexes are centered in the east and west portions of the
district along the former railroad corridor in the southern alignment of E. Pearl Street (formerly Broadway). The
boundaries encompass the extent of the surviving historic fabric of the commercial and industrial areas. Little or no
historic fabric remains in the areas to the northeast of the northeast corner of Main and George Streets, along George
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Street west of Elm, northwest of the northwest corner of Pearl and Depot Streets, and east of Eastern Avenue. The areas
north of Boehringer Street, west of Vine Street, and south of Catherine Street are residential in character. The two
irregular blocks bounded by S. Main Street on the west, E. George Street on the south, S. Park Avenue on the east, and
E. Pearl Street (formerly Broadway) on the north historically contained one of Batesville’s railroad depots and a collection
of mill buildings along the former rail corridor running through the right-of-way of E. Pearl Street. The rail corridor was
removed in the late-twentieth century and the depot and mill buildings were demolished, leaving no historic resources in
these two blocks. For this reason, these two irregular blocks were left out of the district.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Benjamin L. Ross

organization RATIO Architects, Inc. date 2011

street & number 107 S. Pennsylvania Street telephone 317-633-4040

city or town Indianapolis state IN zZip code 46204
e-mail bross@RATIOarchitects.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

o Continuation Sheets

o Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Central Batesville Historic District
City or Vicinity: Batesville

County: Ripley State: Indiana
Photographer: Benjamin L. Ross

Date Photographed: October 7, 2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 39. 207 W. Pear! Street. Camera facing south.
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2 of 39. 203 W. Pearl Street. Camera facing southwest.

3 of 39. 208 W. Pearl Street, 17 N. Vine Street. Camera facing northwest.

4 of 39. 101 W. Pearl Street. Camera facing southeast.

5 of 39. 104, 108 W. Pearl Street. Camera facing northwest.

6 of 39. 109 W. Boehringer Street. Camera facing southwest.

7 of 39. 18 N. Elm Street. Camera facing southeast.

8 of 39. Looking south on Walnut Street from Boehringer Street. Camera facing southeast.

9 of 39. 103, 107 N. Main Street. Camera facing northwest.

10 of 39. 29, 31-33 N. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.

11 of 39. 1 S. Main Street. Camera facing southwest.

12 of 39. Looking west along the south side of E. Pearl Street from Main Street. Camera facing southwest.

13 of 39. Northeast corner of Pearl and Walnut Streets, 2-6 E. Pearl Street. Camera facing northeast.

14 of 39. Northwest corner of Pearl and Walnut Streets, 4-6 W. Pearl Street, 15 N. Walnut Street. Camera facing
northwest.

15 of 39. Looking south along the east side of S. Walnut Street from Pearl Street. Camera facing southeast.

16 of 39. 25, 16 W. George Street. Camera facing southeast.

17 of 39. 3, 15 W. George Street. Camera facing southwest.

18 of 39. 3 W. George Street, interior. Camera facing northwest.

19 of 39. 3 W. George Street, interior. Camera facing northwest.

20 of 39. 1, 11 E. George Street. Camera facing southeast.

21 of 39. 1 E. George Street. Camera facing southwest.

22 of 39. Looking west along the south side of E. George Street from Main Street. Camera facing southwest.

23 of 39. 35 S. Main Street. Camera facing northwest.

24 of 39. 101 E. George Street. Camera facing southwest.

25 of 39. Looking west along the south side of E. George Street from Sycamore Street.

26 of 39, 137, 133 S. Main Street. Camera facing northwest.

27 of 39. 101 E. George Street. Camera facing northeast.

28 of 39. 132 S. Main Street. Camera facing southeast.

29 of 39. Northeast corner of Sycamore and Catherine Streets. Camera facing northeast.

30 of 39. 110, 106 S. Sycamore Street. Camera facing northeast.

31 of 39. 106 S. Park Avenue. Camera facing southeast.

32 of 39. 106, 4 S. Park Avenue. Camera facing northeast.

33 of 39. 207 S. Park Avenue. Camera facing northwest.

34 of 39. Looking east along the north side of South Street from Park Avenue. Camera facing southeast.

35 of 39. View northwest from the northwest corner of South Street and Eastern Avenue. Camera facing northwest.

36 of 39. View west along the south side of Pearl Street from Eastern Avenue. Camera facing southwest.

37 of 39. View south on Depot Street from Pearl Street. Camera facing southwest.

38 of 39. 4 S. Park Avenue, Pearl Street elevation. Camera facing southwest.

39 of 39. 2 N. Depot Street. Camera facing northeast.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Multiple; City of Batesville
street & number 132 S. Main Street telephone
city or town Batesville state IN zip code 47006

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for fisting, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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