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OA downed ani mal I s most certainly
trip, but it becomes an anticlimax when compared to the many
ot her pleasures of the hunt. o ~



2010Indiana Deer Harvest Summary
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Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program
This program supports state fish and
ildlife agencies to conserve, protect, and
it h; wildlife, their habitats, and the
hunting, sport fishing and recreational
St abbaung @ drtunities they provide. This
program was initiated in 1937 as the Federal
Aid in Wildlife Act and created a system
where by taxes are paid on firearms,
., ., , ammunitign and archery equipment by the
e € e e RiftieBohdnid. Today this excise tax
generates over a hundred million dollars
r v e eagh pedr that are dedicated to state wildlife
restoration and management projects
& across the United States.
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Overview

The 2010ndiana deer hunting season was comprisddwfseasns:Early Archery
(Oct. 1 to Nov. 28 Firearms Nov. 13 to Nov.28), MuzzleloaderDec. 419), andLate
Archery(Dec. 4 to Jan.)2 Additionally, thee was ayouth-only seasorsept.25-26 that was
open to youth age 1ot youngemwho wasaccompanied by an adult at least 18 yedds The
youth could take oneither sexdeer during this special season.

The statewide archery bag limit w&go deer. Hunters could take one deer per license
for a total of eithetwo antlerless deer ameantlered andneantlerless deeA hunter could
take onlyone antlered deer during all stateW|de seasons combined usmg archery, firearm, or
muzzlebader licenss. This was - — R 7 SRRy wr.
the 14" year the crossbow was L A q N &
legal for huntingoy nonrdisabled
huntersunder an archery license. |
The crossbow was eligible for us¢
only during the late archery
season and could be used for de¢_
of either sex.

Archers could harvest deefié
in designated urban zones that d
not count towards any other
statewide bag limit. Each extra
urban zone deer required a
separatextraarchery license.
The archery season in the urban
deer zone opendd/o weeks prior
to the opening of the earfyrchery seam (Sept. 5 to Nov. 28, andcontinued again into
January Dec. 4to Jan. 2 Archers were allowed to harvesi toeitherfour antlerlessleeror
threeantlerless andneantlereddeerduring this period.Any deer harvested during this
periodwerein adlition to all other bag limits.

The bag limit during firearmseason wasneantlered deemandthe bag limit for the
muzzleloadeseason wasneeither sex degimaximum ofoneantlered deer harvested per
hunter). A single firearms license was recgd to hunt with any or all shotgun,
muzzleloaderifle, or handgun during the firearms season, and a muzzleloader license
(separate from the firearms license) was required to hunt during the muzzleloader season.

The resident deer license fee was $2d ttve nonresident fee was $150hen an
agricultural advantage could be gained, resident landowners who hunted on land they own
were exempt from purchasing deer licenses, as were lessees.

Special public hunts were held at Muscatatuck and Big Oaks Ni¥Giutife
RefugesNaval Surface Activity Crane, Newport Chemical Depot, @adchp Atterbury Joint
Maneuver Training Center.



Bonus Antlerless Permits

An unlimited number
of bonus antlerless permits
were available at every deer
license vendor statewide, and
each permit could be used in
any county. County bag limits
ranged from A to 8 (Figure 1).
Permits were available to both
resident and neresident
hunters.

Each permit was valid
for oneantlerless deer, and
hunters were allowed to take a
many bonus antlerless deer as
desired, as long as the county
antlerless bag limits were
observed.

Bonus anerless
permits cost $24 and $Q for
the first permit for residents
and nonresidents, respectively
The second and each addition:
permit was $15 for residents
and $24 for nonresidents.
Bonus antlerless permits could
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be used during all deer hunting season
except fom A-designatedountieswhere
the license could only be used during the last four days of the firearms S8a8085 to
Nov. 28 plus the late archery and muzzleloader seasons.

DeerHarvested by Season

Figure 1. Antlerless deer bag limits in 2010

A total of 134,004deerwerelegally harvested in Indianduring the 201@easor{Figure

2). This harveswas 26 higherthan thel32752deer harvesteduding the 200%eason. The

antlered deer harvest 58,007 was nearly identical tthe52,981 harvested last yeailhe
antlerlessdharvest 080,997 was1.5% more than th&9,771 harvested in 2009n 201Q the

harvest for total deer and antlerless deer ranks as the highest reported kill for each category in

history. The antlered harvest rardgecondall-time.

Approximately 2.8@nillion deer have been leljppharvested during the past 88er

hunting seasons in Indiana.
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Figure 2. The number of deer harvested in Indiana deer hunting seasons 198Q010.

The hunting season beg withurban deerones
685 Bucks (Sept. 15 followed bya youth only weekendsgpt.
29% of 26-27). This season waseated ir006 and
Harvest allowed youthdl5 years and younger to harvest one

antlerless deeitt was changedh 2009to include all
1,403 Does youths 17 years and youngérhis year was thdrbt
Sg:{;’e"sft year youths could harvest an antlered deer during
49 Button this seasonA total of 2,337 deer were harvested in
Bucks 2010during this season, 9% from the 1687
11% of from 2009 This season resulted i¥®of the total
Harvest harvest (Table 1Bucks made up 29% of the

harvest, and only 24 of the harvest was comprised
of button bucks (Figure 3).

Figure 3. 2010Youth Season
harvest composition

The early archery season harvest (including the
early Urban Deer Zones) 86,342 deer comprised
20% of the total harvest and wasarly 36 less
than the27,818 harvested in 2009 able 1) The
late archery season comprised 1% ofttial
harvest, similato the2009season.The combined
archery seasons yield@8,026deer, adecreasef
5% from the29,416harvested in 208 Antlerless
deer comprise@7% of the total archery harvestp
2 percentage points from 2Q08ntlerless harves
in ealy archery season was%6while in late
ardhery it was 8@ (Figure 4) Does made up6%
of the total harestin early archery seas@md
nearly68% of theharvest inatearchery season




8,930 Bucks
34% of Total
Harvest

14,776
Does
56% of
Total
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2,636 Button
Bucks
10% of Total
Harvest

335 Bucks
20% of
Harvest

1,140 Does 209Button

68% of Bucks

Harvest 12% of
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Figure 4. A. Early Archery harvest and B. Late
Ar chery harvest composition in 2010

Table 1. Number of deer harvested in each segment of the 2010
Indiana deer hunting season. Percent of total harvest in
parentheses (totals may not be exactly 100 due to rounding).

Number of deer harvested

Season
Antlered Antlerless Total
Youth season 685 (1) 1,652 (2) 2,337 (2)
(25-26 Sept)
Early Archery* 8,930 (17) 17,412 (21) 26,342 (20)
(1 Oct - 28 Nov)
Firearms 39,818 (75) 46,423 (57) 86,241 (64)
(13-28 Nov)
Muzzleloader 3,239 (6) 14,161 (17) 17,400 (13)
(4-19 Dec)
Late Archery 335 (0) 1,349 (2) 1,684 (1)
(4 Dec - 2 Jan)
Totals 53,007 80,997 134,004

*Includes the early Urban Deer Zone Starting on 15 September



The irearms season harvest8§,241deer wasn increasef nearly4% from the
83,096 deer harvested in 2009 and compriséd 64 the total harvegiable 1).The antlerless
harvesiof 46,243was5% more than the 200&ntlerless harvest d@#4,175, while theantlered
harvest of 3818 was 2% moréhain theantlereddeer harvest in 200@8921). Antlered deer
made upmat leashalf of the total harvest oonly thefirst two days of firearm seaspwhile
antlerless deer outnumbered antlered deeing the remainind@4 daysof the season (Table
2). During the opening weekend of firearms seadd® of thetotal firearm season harvest
occurred, ugslightly from 43% in 2008 Opening weekend contributed to%&f the
statewide total harvest for @éasons, which is 1 percentage poiotrethanthe opening
weekend hana from 2009 Antlerless
deercomprisedb4% (82% of which were
doey of the firearm season harvéBigure
5).

39,818
Bucks
46% of
Harvest

38,142 Does
44% of
Harvest

8,281
Button
Bucks
10% of

Harvest

Figure 5. 201CFirearms season harvest composition

Table 2. Number of deer harvested on each day of the 2010 Indiana firearm season (includes deer
taken by bow, shotgun, pistol, rifle, and muzzleloader.

Antlered Antlerless Total
Date Day N Daily % N Daily % N Total %

13 November Sat 14,080 57 10,681 43 24,761 29
14 November Sun 6,792 53 5,972 47 12,764 15
15 November Mon 2,400 49 2,514 51 4,914 6
16 November Tue 1,526 48 1,661 52 3,187 4
17 November Wed 1,579 48 1,733 52 3,312 4
18 November Thu 1,226 46 1,450 54 2,676 3
19 November Fri 1,494 42 2,045 58 3,539 4
20 November Sat 3,156 41 4,519 59 7,675 9
21 November Sun 1,737 41 2,498 59 4,235 5
22 November Mon 340 35 643 65 983 1
23 November Tue 648 40 960 60 1,608 2
24 November Wed 389 35 730 65 1,119 1
25 November Thu 302 37 525 63 827 1
26 November Fri 1,374 31 3,017 69 4,391 5
27 November Sat 1,532 28 3,869 72 5,401 6
28 November Sun 1,424 27 3,764 73 5,188 6

Totals* 39,999 46,581 86,580 100

* Totals differ from those in previous table because date of harvest is not known for some
registered deer and this table includes deer from both the firearms season and the last 16 days of
the early archery season.
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The muzzleloader season harvest #100
comprised 3% of the total harvestiown 1 percentage
pointfromlastyear (Tablel) Thi s year 6s
muzzleloadeseasorharvestvas6% lower thanthe
2009muzzleloader harvest8553. As in years past,

a largepercentage of the deer harvested during the
muzzlebader season were antlerless¥31Figure 6)

Figure 6. 2010Muzzleloader season harvest composition

Harvest by Equipment Type

Six types of equipment were legal for hunting deer du2@gQ bows, shotgus,
muzzleloades, handgus, crossbow, andrifles.
Rifle cartridges were restricted to .357 diameter or
larger bullet, and case length must be between 1.16
and 1.625 inchesThesetypes ofequipment
accounted for @%b, 46%, 25%, 26, 1%, and7% of
the total der harvestrespectively (Figure)7
Shotgun larvestdecrease6% from 2009 Harvest
by muzzleloademcreased %, while bow and
handgun decreas&do and 32%rom 2009
respeately (Table 3)
The total crossbow harvest for the year, including
deer taken odisabled huntecrossbow permits, was
928 animals nearly identical to the number
harvested in 2009During the late archery sam,
the crossbow harvest was2ldeer, compared with
182 in 200%and159 in 2007 Table 3). Reported
harvest with rifles increased this year285%
compared to 2009This was the first year that check
boxes for rifles was rluded on check station
sheets, and likely contributed to the increased
reporting of deer harvested by rifles.

Figure 7. 2010harvest by equipment type in Indiana



